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EDITORIAL NOTES. 


A whole column of The North British Agriculturist 
is occupied by the list of names of students who 
have taken prizes at the two Edinburgh Veterinary 
Schools. Both Institutions show great liberality in 
this matter and although “honour certificates” are 
numerically the strongest, there are many prizes 
of great intrinsic value. 

The Royal (Dick) College give five gold medals 
and nine silver ones in addition to the Dick Trust 
Bursary of twenty guineas for the best student of 
the C. class. The gentleman who has carried this 
off is Albert Edward Mettam. 

The New Veterinary College is no way behind 
with a list of twenty medals and a £20 prize, given 
by Principal Williams “for passing best first and 
second professional examinations.” 

In a report sent us of a conference on the subject 
of Horse-shoeing held in the City of |.ondon, it is 


written “ At last the horse-owner’s longings for a_ 


horse-shoe which he can fit for himself appears to be 
satisfied by the patent nailless horse-shoe. A few 
days ago His Royal Highness the Duke of Cambridge 
and Lord Wolseley inspected the Army Service 
Corps whose horses were shod with the new shoes ; 
they made a thorough examination and pronounced 
. themselves thoroughly satisfied in every way.” 


seems to have crept into the arguments. 


men seem to have suddenly awakened to his 
dreadfully neglected position, and are hastening to 
supply a panacea for his every ill. Philanthropists! 
Inventors!! Syndicates!!! are all approaching him 
with the kindliest feelings, and the blandest ex- 
pressions of regret that he should have been so long 
neglected. One offers to give him a new shoe 
which will make progression over any kind of pave- 
ment a comfort and a luxury; another offers a bit 
which always controls and never irritates, no matter 
what sort of human head and hands the reins con- 
nect it with; one more has found him a food 
preparation of the very highest nutritive and 
digestive quality, produced from the waste products 
of some other industry, 

But why enumerate ? Pages might be filled with 
the lists of good things specially invented by in- 
genuous amateurs to render the life of the horse one 
long period of active enjoyment, Poor horse! how 
he would quail if he knew that the definition ef an 
amateur was “one who does not know.” 


Last week we published a short article by Mr. 
Greaves on the two burning veterinary questions of 
the day. This week our pages contain a reflection 
of the impression he has produced on a portion of 
the profession. We are not going to add to the 
controversy, but merely to point out an error which 
Because 
the Fellowship degree was instituted “in order 


Can this be true? We ask the question simply for 
information. With all respect to such great military | 
authorities we should feel more content to have the 
opinion of the regimental V.S. Prejudice had led 
us to form an opinion that no shoe could be retained | 
in its place without nails unless by a pressure which 
would quickly lead to worse evils than are now in- 
duced by badly driven nails—properly driven nails 
have never been shown to be injurious. Only a few 
days since we saw a paragraph, purporting to ex- 
press the opinion of the Principal V.S. to the Army, 
which distinctly said that no plan had yet been in- 
vented to supersede nails. Perhaps some of our 
readers may be able to inform the profession if a 
whole department of the Army—the Army Service 
Corps—has all its horses shod with a nailless shoe. 
We do not conceal our scepticism : and anticipate the 
promotion of a big Company immediately. 

The horse, poor animal, is in a parlous state just 
now. At any rate if the human “ when all men 
speak well of him” should be watchful, so, reason- 
ing by analogy, should the equine. The uncultured 
horse, alas! cannot protect himself even if he ap- 
preciated the extraordinary interest just now de- 
veloped in his welfare. Al! sorts and conditions of 


more effectually to promote and encotirage the study 
of veterinary medicine and surgery,” it seems to be 
imagined that all Fellows should be scientific men. 


and it is argued that if they are not, the Members 


have a sufficient reason for not joining such a body. 
Now, this error is due to forgetfulness in not recog- 
nising two kinds of Fellows—those elected after 
Examination and those elected by the Council with- 
out examination, as provided by the ¢ Jharter, within 
six months of the date “ of these our Letters Patent.” 
For this class of Fellow the only qualification men- 
tioned in the Charter was, that he had practised his 
profession for fifteen years. Clearly the Council 
could not presume to select these men solely for 
their scientific attainments. In 1876 our body was 
nét crowded with men of that kind; a search 
for them, after a score had been admitted, might 
have resulted as did the hunt for snakes in Ireland. 
The Council was compelled to fall back on other 
proofs of fitness, which we need not detail—Are they 
not written in the Chronicles of the Council, and 
are they not demonstrated in the works of the 
Fellows ? 

We find that the name of Mr. F. G. Sampson, ™.R.c./.8., 
of Mitcham, was omitted in our list of gentlemen present at 
the Annual General Meeting of the R.C.V.S. 
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ARTICLES AND CASES. 


INTESTINAL IMPACTION DUE TO BRAN. 
By Watrer Western, M.R.C.V.S. 


About 8.30 on the evening of May 11th, I was 
called to a well-bred donkey suffering from some 
condition evidenced by abdominal pain. I need not 
describe the symptoms in any detail—they were 


‘those simply of an ordinary case of stoppage of the 


bowels. 

On making an examination per rectum, I was 
much struck by the condition of the small amount 
of foecal matter I could find. It was of a wet mealy 
consistence, and perfectly granular. I asked if the 
donkey had got at any wheat, but was answered in 
the negative. After some time and trouble the 
animal recovered; and whilst conversing with a 
man who had sat up with it, he made the remark 
that “the bran was very heavy.” Now, the food 
had been a mixture of bran, corn and chaff, given 
perfectly dry. When examined, the bran was found 
very floury and much heavier than the usual article. 
I had it weighed and compared with other samples, 
with the result that it was found to be 2-lbs, per 
bushel heavier than it should be. 

Ido not think there can be any doubt that the 
bran was the cause of the impactjon in the donkey, 
and probably the additional weight of the material 
was due to the retention of a large proportion of 
flour, which would be just the kind of provender to 


lead to the results seen in this case. # 
= 
TETANUS FOLLOWING CATARRH. | 
By U. 1 U, 


Jan. 9.—Saw Mrs, E——-’s horse with catarrh., 
Temp. 105: pulse 48: resp. 39: off feed. coughing, 
&c: also Laryngeal symptoms. Usual remedies. 

Jan. 10.—Temp. 104:2: pulse 38: resp. 26: 
same treatment. 

Jan. 11, Temp. 103-1 Pulse 38 Resp, 24 

» » 38 » 20 
» » 938 » 

Feeding well 

Up to date the usual treatment has been pursued; 
this morning on seeing the horse I was at once 
struck by the peculiar expression of the eye, and 
further examination proved that my suspicion of 
Tetanus was correct. No wound to be found. Stop 
all medicine; close the box and darken it; to have 
as much food as it can be induced to eat, and thick 
gruel to drink. A quantity of food and water is to 
be put into the box once a day and otherwise he is 
not to be looked at. 

Jan. 17. Temp. 103-2 Pulse 65 Resp. 74 
» 1. 10381 ., 54, 68 
” 19, ” 102-1 48 60 


During the last two days he has been completely 
fixed, i.e., unable to move at all, jaws nearly fixed. 
Head stuck out and quite stiff, cannot feed. Same 
treatment. 

Jan. 20.—Temp. 101-2: pulse 48: resp. 40: ap- 
pearances unchanged. 

Jan. 21.—Temp. 101-2: pulse 44: resp. 38: feed- 
ing a little, but very stiff. - 

Jan, 22.—Temp. 101:2: pulse 42: resp. 36: im- 
proving, but cannot move his legs. Feeds a little. 
Same treatment. 

Jan. 23.—Temp. -101:1: pulse 40: resp. 30: im- 
proving. 

Jan. 24.—Temp. 99:2: pulse 40: resp. 24: walks 
about a little, but very stiff; has not yet laid down 
since first onset. A sudden noise still brings on a 
paroxysm. 

Jan. 25.—Breathing 22: temp. and pulse normal. 

Jan. 26.—Temp. and pulse normal : resp. 20. 

Jan, 27.—Temp. and pulse normal: resp. 20: 
Feeding well, but head stuck out; does not lie 
down yet. 

Feb. 1.—Temp. &c., normal. Lies down. 

Feb, 4.—Nothing fresh. Exercise. 

Feb. 6.—Memb. Nictitans still protrudes and 
slight general stiffness. 

Feb. 13.—Progressing slowly. 

Feb. 25.—All symptoms have disappeared. 

Feb. 27.—To go to work. 


Tur ANNUAL MEETING anp 1rs DISCUSSION. 
By H. G. Rogers, M.R.C.V.S. 


It is most comforting and grateful to meet Mr. 
Ureaves on the subject of Veterinary Politics. He 
has written too little lately, for he is perhaps more 
conversant with the politics of the profession than 
any man in it. What Mr. Greaves thinks many 
others think, and therefore I always welcome the 
expression of his ideas, whether I agree with them 
or not. 

I am not a “ turbulent or hostile” member my- 
self as far as our annual meeting goes—I only listen 
there, but I must say I did not recognise any speaker 
as wanting in “pacific or courteous habit of speech ;” 
I did not notice the “spirit of enmity,” the in- 
dulgence in “personalities,” or the attempt to “in- 
criminate others.” 

But really, Sir, I don’t think Mr. Greaves uses 
these terms with the ordinary meaning attached to 
them. His conjunction of such words as “ turbulent 
and hostile” or “antagonism and enmity” may be 
taken as evidence that he considers them more or 
less synonymous; and that therefore all he charges 
is, that some men spoke who did not quite agree 
with him and his friends. This is not a serious 
charge, and I must admit it applies to a large section 
of the members. Judging from the votes given at 
the meeting, about half of those present did not 
agree with Mr. Greaves, jand therefore, were “ hos- 
tile” if not “turbulent,” and displayed “ an- 
tagonism” if not “enmity.” 
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Mr. Greaves has stated in your pages his opinions 
on the Ninth Clause and the Dual Appointment. 
If your space will allow, kindly let me reply. 


Tue Ninra 


Mr. Greaves says “its tendency is to elevate the 
profession, and its object is to create a desire for 
increased study.”” Now, here Mr. Greaves has con- 
founded two separate things—the Fellowship Degree 
and the Ninth Clause. His remarks do apply to the 
‘degree—they have nothing whatever to do with the 
Ninth Clause. Mr. Greaves admits there are numbers 
of members quite the equal of those who have taken 
the degree, but he adduces not one single reason or 
even excuse for having debarred them from holding 
any Office in which they might serve their profession. 
The fact that the ‘Council in 1876 “anxiously and 
often considered the whole matter” after having 
sent some sort of colourless circular to every mem- 
ber surely does not prove that the step was in- 
fallibly right. I am one of those who think the 
profession cannot go on long without a conflict if 
only one in fifteen is eligible for the honcur of 
sitting on the Council. Of course I shall be told 
that by paying fifteen guineas and submitting to an 
examination I can make myself eligible. I reply 
that by the original Charter 1 am entitled to all the 
privileges, and that they were taken from me, under 
a form of legality, but without my positive know- 
ledge. In those days the profession was inert, its 
voice could not be heard, and jit had almost lost all 
interest in proceedings which it could not control. 
I appeal from the Moribund Profession and Council 
of 1875 to that of 1889, and I venture to think that 
the verdict will soon be pronounced which will re- 
tain the Fellowship Degree as an impetns for study, 
whilst removing the Ninth Clause, and permitting 
every holder of a diploma to offer himself without 
hindrance to the votes and consideration of his con- 
fréres. Mr. Greaves’ argument rests solely upon 
the assumption that a Ninth Clause is necessary to 
keep alive the Fellowship I deny this assumption 

in toto. 

THe Duat 


Mr. Greaves argues that a man is not a less 
useful‘and valuable Member of Council because he 
is also an Examiner; or a worse Examiner because 
he is a Member of Council. 

I admit at once that holding both appointiaents 
does not detract from his intelligence or experience, 
and that in every-day-life it will not affect his pre- 
judices, his partiality, or his judgment. That men 
have fufilled both offices without discredit 1s quite 
true, and that many of them have great attainments 
no one will deny. With all due respect to Mr. 
Greaves, this has nothing to do with the question. 
The whole thing turns upon one point, and that is— 
the rélations of Councilman and Examiner when 
ths superior body has to sit in judgment on the in- 
ferior. This must happen at times, and the men 
would be more than human who could impartially 
fufil both the offices of judge and defendant. ‘The 
Council must judge the Examiners; but when one 
third of the Examiners are on the Council what are 
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Will Mr. Greaves deny that Examiners vote for 
their own election, that they tout for votes; that a 
Councilman button-holed ‘by his colleague, and 
plaintively asked for a vote nearly always yields, 
Will he deny that the Examiners led the Council by 
the nose over the Edinburgh excitement; that the 
Council said the Examiners were immaculate, and 
the method of examination simply perfection, and 
then in a few weeks altered the whole arrangement, 
and made themselves the object of pity and con- 
tempt throughout the kingdom, by throwing over- 
board an Examiner they had hardly ceased to defend 
and praise. Mr. Greaves must know perfectly well 
that the Conncil can never fairly and thoroughly 
judge the Examiners until every Examiner is re- 
moved from their number. There might be some 
excuse for Mr. Greaves and his party if at anytime 
it had been the custom of the Examiners to modestly 
refrain from voting for themselves. ‘This is a 
standard of delicacy perpaps too high, but the pro- 
fession is rapidly making up its mind that some 
step must be taken to insure impartiality. “ Last 
year” says Mr, Greaves, “the whole profession 
spoke with a voice which was irresistible ” in favour 
of those candidates who they knew were in favour 
of the Ninth Clause and the Dual Office ; and “ this 
year” he continues, “the same spirit and the same 
principle is evinced ina degree,” Yes —in degree, 
i.e., one man who is a general favourite, and one 
man who is supposed to represent Ireland’ were | 
elected, although both were Kxaminers. In both 
cases it is very clear that personal feelings were 
allowed to obliterate the harsher dictates of reason. 
But there were six members elected, and the other 
four had publicly stated their views, and positively 
objected both to the Ninth Clause and the Dual Ap- 
pointment. Verily, it is cold comfort for Mr, 
Greaves and his friends that can be obtained from 
the recent election. 

Next year, I venture to prophecy, only one candi- 
date will dare to support either of the objectionable 
matters, and the profession will speak with no un- 
certain sound, It is aroused now, and its activity 
will increase. 


(CLAUSE AND THE DUAL 
APPOINTMENT. 


By J. Surcnirre IluRNDALL, 


THE NINTH 


There are two communications in The Record of 
May 18th last, about which I should like to say a’ 
word or so. The first to be dealt with, is that of 


Mr. Greaves; may I preface my remarks by assuring 


you, I am not sufficiently impressed with my own 
powers of argument to conceive that anything i 
may write or say will ever convince Mr. Greaves 
that the opinions he holds about the “N inth Clause ” 
and the “ Dual Appointments” can be open to doubt ; 
are they not, both of them, the work of the Council 
of which Mr. Greaves is a Member ; and is not that 
fact alone sufficient warrant to stamp them wf per- 
fection, and render them, like the laws of the Medes 


we to expect ? 


and Persians, unalterable? Unfortunately perhaps 
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ARTICLES AND CASES. 


INTESTINAL IMPACTION DUE TO BRAN. 
By Western, M.R.C.V.S. 


About 8.30 on the evening of May 11th, I was 
called to a well-bred donkey suffering from some 
condition evidenced by abdominal pain. I need not 
describe the symptoms in any detail—they were 


those simply of an ordinary case of stoppage of the 


bowels. 

On making an examination per rectum, I was 
much struck by the condition of the small amount 
of foecal matter I could find. It was of a wet mealy 
consistence, and perfectly granular. I asked if the 
donkey had got at any wheat, but was answered in 
the negative. After some time and trouble the 
animal recovered; and whilst conversing with a 
man who had sat up with it, he made the remark 
that “the bran was very heavy.” Now, the food 
had been a mixture of bran, corn and chaff, given 
perfectly dry. When examined, the bran was foun 
very floury and much heavier than the usual afficle. 
I had it weighed and compared with other samples, 
with the result that it was found to be 2-lbs, per 
bushel heavier than it should be. 

Ido not think there can be any doubt that the 
bran was the cause of the impactjon in the donkey, 
and probably the additional weight of the material 
was due to the retention of a large proportion of 
flour, which would be just the kind of provender to 


lead to the results seen in this case. +’ 
TETANUS FOLLOWING CATARRH. | 
By U. 


Jan. 9.—Saw Mrs. E——-~’s horse with catarrh. 
Temp. 105: pulse 48: resp. 39: off feed, coughing, 
&c: also Laryngeal symptoms. Usual remedies. 

Jan. 10.—Temp. 104:2: pulse 38: resp. 26: 
same treatment. 

Jan. 11, Temp. 103-1 Pulse 38 Resp, 24 

» 102 » 20 
» 13. ,, 102 » 88 , 20 
» 14. , » 28 

Feeding well 
« » M8, 

Up to date the usual treatment has been pursued; 
this morning on seeing the horse I was at once 
struck by the peculiar expression of the eye, and 
further examination proved that my suspicion of 
Tetanus was correct. No wound to be found. Stop 
all medicine; close the box and darken it; to have 
as much food as it can be induced to eat, and thick 
gruel to drink. A quantity of food and water is to 
be put into the box once a day and otherwise he is 
not to be looked at. 

Jan.17. Temp. 103-2 Pulse 65 Resp. 74 
” 18. ” 103-1 54 ” 68 
» 102-1 » 


During the last two days he has been completely 
fixed, i.e., unable to move at all, jaws nearly fixed. 
Head stuck out and quite stiff, cannot feed. Same 
treatment. 

Jan. 20.—Temp. 101-2: pulse 48: resp. 40: ap- 
pearances unchanged. 

Jan. 21.--Temp. 101:2: pulse 44: resp. 38: feed- 
ing a little, but very stiff. 

Jan. 22.—Temp. 101:2: pulse 42: resp. 36: im- 
proving, but cannot move his legs. Feeds a little. 
Same treatment. 

Jan. 28.—Temp. 101:1: pulse 40: resp. 30: im- 
proving. 

Jan. 24.—Temp. 99:2: pulse 40: resp. 24: walks 
about a little, but very stiff; has not yet laid down 
since first onset. A sudden noise still brings ona 
paroxysm. 

Jan. 25.—Breathing 22: temp. and pulse normal, 

Jan. 26.—Temp. and pulse normal : resp. 20. 

Jan. 27.—Temp. and pulse normal: resp. 20: 
Feeding well, but head stuck out; does not lie 
down yet. ; 

Feb. 1.—Temp. &c., normal, Lies down. 

Feb. 4.—Nothing fresh. Exercise. 

Feb. 6.—Memb. Nictitans still protrudes and 
slight general stiffness. 

Feb. 13.—Progressing slowly. 

Feb. 25.—All symptoms have disappeared. 

Feb. 27.—To go to work. 


ANNUAL MEETING anp 1rs DISCUSSION. 
By H. G, Rogers, M.R.C.V.S. 


It is most comforting and grateful to meet Mr. 
Greaves on the subject of Veterinary Politics. He 
has written too little lately, for he is perhaps more 
conversant with the politics of the profession than 
any man in it. What Mr. Greaves thinks many 
others think, and therefore I always welcome the 
expression of his ideas, whether I agree with them 
or not. 

Iam not a “turbulent or hostile” member my- 
self as far as our annual meeting goes—I only listen 
there, but I must say I did not recognise any speaker 
as wanting in “pacific or courteous habit of speech ;” 
I did not notice the “spirit of enmity,” the in- 
dulgence in “personalities,” or the attempt to “in- 
criminate others.” 

But really, Sir, 1 don’t think Mr. Greaves uses 
these terms with the ordinary meaning attached to 
them. His conjunction of such words as “ turbulent 
and hostile” or “antagonism and enmity” may be 
taken as evidence that he considers them more or 
less synonymous; and that therefore all he charges 
is, that some men spoke who did not quite agree 
with him and his friends. This is not a serious 
charge, and I must admit it applies to a large section 
of the members. Judging from the votes given at 
the meeting, about half of those present did not 
agree with Mr. Greaves, jand therefore, were “ hos- 
tile” if not “turbulent,” and displayed “ an- 
tagonism” if not “enmity.” 
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Mr. Greaves has stated in your pages his opinions 
on the Ninth Clause and the Dual Appointment. 
If your space will allow, kindly let me reply. 


Tue Nintra Ciavse. 


Mr. Greaves says “its tendency is to elevate the 
profession, and its object is to create a desire for 
increased study.” Now, here Mr. Greaves has con- 
founded two separate things—the Fellowship Degree 
and the Ninth Clause. His remarks do apply to the 

- degree—they have nothing whatever to do with the 
Ninth Clause. Mr. Greaves admits there are numbers 
of members quite the equal of those who have taken 
the degree, but he adduces not one single reason or 
even excuse for having debarred them from holding 
any office in which they might serve their profession. 
The fact that the ‘Council in 1876 “anxiously and 
often considered the whole matter” after having 
sent some sort of colourless circular to every mem- 
ber surely does not prove that the step was in- 


Will Mr. Greaves deny that Examiners vote for 
their own election, that they tout for votes; that a 
Councilman button-holed by his colleague, and 
plaintively asked for a vote nearly always yields, 
Will he deny that the Examiners led the Council by 
the nose over the Edinburgh excitement; that the 
Council said the Examiners were immaculate, and 
the method of examination simply perfection, and 
then in a few weeks altered the whole arrangement, 
and made themselves the object of pity and con- 
tempt throughout the kingdom, by throwing over- 
board an Examiner they had hardly ceased to defend 
and praise. Mr. Greaves must know perfectly well 
that the Conncil can never fairly and thoroughly 
judge the Examiners until every Examiner is re- 
moved from their number. There might be some 
excuse for Mr. Greaves and his party if at anytime 


it had been the custom ofthe Examiners to modestly 
/refrain from voting for themselves. 


This is a 
standard of delicacy perpaps too high, but the pro- 


fallibly right. I am one of those who think the | fession is rapidly making up its mind that some 
profession cannot go on long without a conflict if) step must be taken to insure impartiality. “ Last 


only one in fifteen is eligible for the honour of 


ear” says Mr. Greaves, “the whole profession 


sitting on the Council. Of course I shall be told spoke with a voice which was irresistible ” in favour 


that by paying fifteen guineas and submitting to an_ 
| of the Ninth Clause and the Dual Office 


examination I can make myself eligible. I reply 
that by the original Charter I am entitled to all the 
privileges, and that they were taken from me, under 
a form of legality, but without my positive know- 
ledge. In those days the profession was inert, its 
voice could not be heard, and jit had almost lost all 
interest in proceedings which it could not control. 
I appeal from the Moribund Profession and Council 
of 1875 to that of 1889, and I venture to think that 
the verdict will soon be pronounced which will re- 
tain the Fellowship Degree as an impetus for study, 
whilst removing the Ninth Clause, and permitting 
every holder of a diploma to offer himself without 
hindrance to the votes and consideration of his con- 
fréres. Mr. Greaves’ argument rests solely upon 
the assumption that a Ninth Clause is necessary to 
keep alive the Fellowship I deny this assumption 
in toto. 
Tue Duat 


Mr. Greaves argues that a man is not a less 
useful‘and valuable Member of Council because he 
is also an Examiner; or a worse Examiner because 
he is a Member of Council. 

I admit at once that holding both appointinents 
does not detract from his intelligence or experience, 
and that in every-day-life it will not affect his pre- 
judices, his partiality, or his judgment. That men 
have fufilled both offices without discredit is quite 
true, and that many of them have great attainments 
no one will deny. With all due respect to Mr. 
Greaves, this has nothing to do with the question. 
The whole thing turns upon one point, and that is— 
the relations of Councilman and Examiner when 
ths superior body has to sit in judgment on the in- 
ferior. This must happen at times, and the men 
would be more than human who could impartially 
fufil both the offices of judge and defendant. ‘The 
Council must judge the Examiners; but when one 
third of the Examiners are on the Council what are 
we to expect ? 


of those candidates who they knew were in favour 
; and * this 
year” he continues, “the same spirit and the same 
principle is evinced inadegree.” Yes—in a degree, 
i.e., one man who is a general favourite, and one 
man who is supposed to represent Ireland were 
elected, although both were Examiners. In both 
cases it is very clear that personal feelings were 
allowed to obliterate the harsher dictates of reason. 
But there were six members elected, and the other 
four had publicly stated their views, and positively 
objected both to the Ninth Clause and the Dual Ap- 
pointment. Verily, it is cold comfort for Mr. 
Greaves and his friends that can be obtained from 
the recent election. 

Next year, I venture to prophecy, only one candi- 
date will dare to support either of the objectionable 
matters, and the profession will speak with no un- 
certain sound. It is aroused now, and its activity 
will increase. 


CLAUSE AND THE DUAL 
APPOINTMENT. 


By J. Surenirre HurnDALt, 


THE NINTH 


There are two communications in The Record of 
May 18th last, about which | should like to say a 
word or so. The first to be dealt with, is that of 
Mr. Greaves; may I preface my remarks by assuring 


| you, I am not sufficiently impressed with my own 


powers of argument to conceive that anything | 
may write or say will ever convince Mr. Greaves 
that the opinions he holds about the “ Ninth Clause ” 
and the “ Dual Appointments” can be open to doubt ; 
are they not, both of them, the work of the ¢ Jouncil 
of which Mr. Greaves is a Member ; and is not that 
fact alone sufficient warrant to stamp them w th per- 
fection, and render them, like the laws of the Medes 
ard Persians, unalterable? Unfortunately perhaps 
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for myself I am so constituted that what Mr. 
Greaves considers “irrelevant matter,” I am com- 
pelled to believe vitally affects the future of the 
profession, and although I may not be possessed of 
a“ well regulated mind,” according to Mr. Greaves’ 
estimate, I claim the right as a Member to agitate, 
and to continue agitating on the above and kindred 
subjects, until wrong—according to my views—is 
either put right, or the voice of the profession dis- 
tinctly expresses the desire that things shall remain 
lam extremely sorry that Mr. Greaves 
is suffering so acutely from nausea: but he knows 
well that nausea is merely a symptom or subjective 
manifestation due to a cause that requires careful 
investigation and diagnosis; it may be, the stomach 
or the sympathetic nervous system, or the liver, or 
the brain,— Which ? 

Mr. Greaves has made up his mind the “ Ninth 
Clause ” was, is, and always will be right, and I 
fear nothing—not even all the Queen’s horses and all 
the Que: u’s men—will ever convince him of his 
error, or bring him to acknowledge that he and his 
then colleagues, could do wrong. I have yet to learn 
that by taking away from itself any portion of a 
thing youare ever likely to increase it. Now the 
“ Ninth Clause ” takes away from the profession its 
birth-right ; is that likely, after due consideration, 
to increase a man’s desire for study, and yet Mr. 
(ireaves says the “‘ Ninth Clause” is intended to do 
that? Ifthe ‘Ninth Clause” means anything it 
is. that if a man wants to serve his profession on the 
Council or to emulate the responsibilities of an Ex- 
aminer he must first become a Fellow; not, mind 
you!! become a Fellow for the sake of proving him- 
self a more ardent student, a closer reader, a more 
apt observer of scientific development, etec., oh no!! 
that would not be reward enough. Mr. Greaves’ 
opinion of his brethren is certainly a very exalted 
one; he wants to “create a desire, a necessity in 
fact for increased study.” 

Neither I, nor, so far as I ever heard, any of those 
who think with me on this subject, ever doubted 
that to qualify for the Fellowship Degree was a 
step in the right direction. |The Degree should be 
a real test of superior professional attainments, 
which in itself, to a man with a “ well regulated 
mind,” ought to be the only inducement for wuder- 
taking the work involved in preparation for the ex- 
amination; but this is not Mr. Greaves’ idea of 
“desire ” in the veterinary profession: the members 
thereof must have a bait thrown to them to induce 
them to work, and that bait includes the honours 
afforded by a seat on the Council, and the loaves and 
fishes sought for at the Examining Boards. Truly 
ours is an ignoble profession if that is the basis 
upon which our emulation is founded!! But I don’t 
believe it is; and I am borne out in my belief by 
the fact that so few presented themselves for exam- 
ination during the past twelve months. There are 
plenty of good men who would like to go in for the 
Fellowship Degree, but they have seen during the 
past two years “ how the cat jumps,” and they are 
not to be inveigled into sanctioning the existence of 
this “Ninth Clause” by the prospects of the re- 
wards it offers. They estimate the worth of the 


Fellowship Degree at a much higher valuation ; and 
they will I hope and believe wait for the distinction 
the Degree might confer until such time as those 
who have been robbed of their birthright are rein- 
stated, and the Degree exists, not as a place reward, 
but as reliable evidence of scientific distinction and 
professional worth. 

One might easily take up the subject of “ Dual 
Appointments ” and deal with the objections thereto 
seriatim, but they are so well known and so freely 
admitted by almost everyone, who is not a Member 
of Council of Mr. Greaves’ stamp, that it is unnec- 
essary to occupy your space therewith, beyond ex- 
pressing the opinion that it is very difficult to 
understand after all that has been said and written 
upon the subject, how anyone with a spark of pride 
and self-respect can retain the dual appointment 
for a single day. 

Mr. Greaves appears to think he has discovered 
a crushing and unanswerable argument in: favor of 
his own views from the result of the election last 
year. Mr, Greaves knows, or should know perfectly 
well, that last year’s election proved nothing of the 
the sort, for these matters could not be made subjects 
of approval or otherwise by the constituency at that 
time. and the Candidates who obtained the largest 
number of votes did so on the strength of their 
personal popularity: these gentlemen did not base 
their candidature upon any particular political views, 
and I maintain that it is misleading for Mr. Greaves 
to assume that they were elected on such grounds. 

Now if Mr. Greaves really wishes to learn what 
the opinions of the bulk of the profession are upon 
these two points, I can suggest to him a method of 
procedure. Duriug the course of the year, Mr, 
Greaves travels about a good deal: if he will be 
good enough to obtain a fair-sized pocket-book and 
set it apart for note taking, I venture to prophecy— 
although prophecying is generally admitted to be 
dangerous—that if he will be good ‘enough to con- 
verse as frequently as opportunity offers with Mem- 
bers—not Fellows—of our profession on these two 
vexed questions, putting down their names and 
addresses, with date and particulars of conversation, 
he will be able to come up to our nexé annual 
meeting (D.V.) well primed with arguinents against 
his own doctrines, and will by that time have given 
practical proof, concerning himself at least, of the 
truth of his claim for the Members of Council that 
“ they spare neither trouble nor expense if they can 
only be of some sexvice to their profession ;” I must, 
however, insert a proviso, that if Mr. Greaves sees 
fit to act upon this suggestion, he carefully note 
down views representing both sides of the question, 
and that the notes be in the speakers’ own words as 
nearly as possible ; after which a balance of opinions 
can be readily struck and their value estimated. It 
would be extremely interesting if Mr. Greaves 
would start this enquiry with copious notes from the 
opinions held thereupon by my esteemed and valued 
friend, his Partner ; and when Mr. Greaves comes 
up to the Annual Meeting of the N.V.A., I shall 
have much pleasure in introducing him to some 
members residing in the Metropolitan counties, whose 
opinions would certainly prove valuable. Dare Mr. 
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Greaves undertake this test; and, if so, is he pre- 
pared to abide by the consequence? Mr. Greaves 
claims to be a representative member of Council : if 
so, then he must represent the views of his consti- 
tuents ; should these be at variance with his own and 
principle be involved, then there is only one course 
open to him as an honorable man! 
The other communication to which I wish to refer 
is that of my friend Mr. Mulvey. At the present 
time, I would rather assume that the Governors of 
the Royal Veterinary College are in total ignorance 
of the injury which the action of the General Pur- 
poses Committee with respect to charges for shoeing, 
and also the passing of the new Bye-law by a special 
meeting of Governors, is likely to inflict upon Met- 
ropolitan practitioners: and I would suggest to Mr. 
Mulvey the desirability of calling a meeting of Lon- 
don and country practitioners for an early date to 
discuss these and kindred matters affecting the 
Royal Veterinary College in its relation to the pro- 
fession ; to draw up a requisition to be presented hy 
a deputation, consisting of a few influential men, 
several of whom should be able to speak well, in 
order that the whole of the grievances which the 
profession, especially in London, has against the 
conduct of the Royal Veterinary College, may he fully 
presented to the Governors; and, if desirable, 
suggestions offered to obviatesame. As a little help 
is worth a deal of pity, I shall be very pleased to 
co-operate with Mr. Mulvey in such a movement. 


Tur ANNUAL MEETING anp rrs DISCUSSION, 
By J. Warp, M.R.C.V.S. 


The reason for addressing these remarks to you 
arises from your observations in the second of the 
Editorial Notes of the 11th issue. I hardly think 
you have hit the cause. I quite agree that the majority 
of the profession are very apathetic and indifferent. 
but what has tended to bring this about? They 
feel that they have been taken advantage of. and 
without reason, deprived of their rights and privi- 
leges; for if the full purport and meaning of the 
Ninth Clause was overlooked at the time, that is no 
argument for its retention, but rather for its abroga- 
tion: (it certainly does not justify its introduction 
or reflect much credit on those who introduced it; 
who took care first to secure without trouble or 
expense their own position). That a certain amount 
of depression and indifference existed in the pro- 
fession at that time cannot be denied, which 
seemed to be owing to its then unrecognized position. 
We were just emerging from barbarity, and the 
clause that would distinguish us from the unqualified 
farrier-was considered of so much importance that 
it overshadowed everything else, and great, and im- 
mediate benefit was thought would have resulted 
from it. It dealt with a grievance that had long 
been felt, that notwithstanding the time and money 
that had been spent at College to obtain the Diploma 
of the R.C.V.S., the unsuccessful student, the as- 
sistant, the groom and farrier could call themselves 


veterinary surgeons, and practise with impunity, 
and in Courts of Law were accepted as equal, 
and it was in the eagerness to obtain this 
long-hoped-for recognition that the full import 
of the Ninth Clause was overlooked. It certainly 
does not reflect much credit on those who introduced 
it. It looked something like sharp practice; to hold 
out to the profession with one hand their long 
cherished hope, and, ‘while they were elated with its 
probable fulfilment, with the other hand rob 
them of their rights and priviliges. 

The Supplemental Charter was sought for to 
divide them from the farriers and grooms, and they 
did not look-for, or anticipate the introduction of 
an evil that would divide them among themselves. 
The Council at that time ought almost to be spoken of 
as a clique, fur though in one sense they may be 
said to have been elected by the profession, yet 
virtually they may be said to have elected them- 
selves, as less than two dozen votes could place a 
man on the Council, Often had the necessity for 
obtaining a Supplemental Charter been agitated, 
but nothing effectual had been done, and“ hope 
deferred had made the heart sick,” and so the pro- 
fession were dull to perceive that their good friends 
were already seated on the winning side before 
they began to pull down the bridge that was the 
common highway to the right and privilege of the 
whole profession, and gver which all were equally 
entitled to pass. But these honest men and a few 
innocent friends having esconsced themselves, would 
now compel all who want to get where they are to 
pay so much and be ferried over in their canoe. — It 
looks bad in such good men to note how they took 
care to enfranchise themselves before they  dis- 
franchised the profession. It is therefore not to be 
wondered at that the members are becoming dis- 
gusted with the present state of things. and so out 
of more than 2,000 available members, not 50 were 
sufficiently interested to attend the Annual Meeting. 
It certainly was the most meagre gathering I have 
attended during the past twenty years. 

The annual dinner seemed wanting in interest, 
and it would seem that it is an all-pervading feeling 
with some of the Council to not hesitate to agran- 
dise themselves at the expense of the good fellow- 


ship of the greater part of the profession. The 


price has been raised from 10s, 6d. to 25s., and few, 


except their own company, seem disposed to attend, 
unless any member is so fond of the good wine as 
to imbibe the value of his ‘money. 


Weil! I think the good of the profession lies in 
the opposite direction, and I hope they may unite 
and bring about the restoration of their rights, 
and the normal order of things, then can we elect 
more advanced and better representative men. The 
Election this year was good, and on the right lines, 
there was only one exception for Mr. Simcocks, 
cannot be reckoned as such—he seems to have 
been elected because the only Irish representative, 
and as a compliment to Ireland. It is to be hoped 
the result of the next two years will be eo, 1ally 
successful, and thus gradually release the good men 
who have gone wrong and abolished our rights. 
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THE DUAL APPOINTMENT AND THE 
NINTH CLAUSE. 


By Jno. A. W. Douzar. 


With much truth it has been remarked of a cer- 
tain class of persons, that they ‘rush in where 
angels fear to tread,” and in pursuance of this line 
of thought it is instructive to note with what eager- 


ness some men burden themselves with tasks for 


which they possess no specia! capacity. An 
interesting case in point was recently furnished 
by an article undertaking the justification of the 
Ninth Clause and the Dual office of Examiner and 
Councilman. Though it is more powerful in dog- 


matism and imagination than in logic or fact, it |: 


merits a short reply, as, owing to the remarkable— 
not to say startling—character of it author’s usual 
literary productions, I am sure this last one will 
meet with an extensive, if amused, perusal. 

The article I refer to bore the title of ‘The An- 
nual Meeting and its Discussion,” and was from the 
able pen of Mr. Thomas Greaves. 

This gentleman deals with the two questions 
separately and I shall strictly conform to his lead, 
the more so as he assures us in each case that ‘ the 
subject has been discussed ad nauseam,” and I am 
anxious to spare him unpleasant qualms. 

To his strictures on those persons who “ do it in a 
turbulent and hostile demeanour,” I shall not allude, 
as I confess my utter inability to understand them. 
The first general assertion or conclusion seems to be 
that the Ninth Clause as at present existing is 
beyond improvement. Now, had those responsible 
for the establishment of the Fellowship Degree been 
actuated by the pure and laudable desire of elevating 
the status of the profession, they would, in creating 
a higher ideal standard of intelligence, have done a 
work worthy of all praise. Unfortunately some 
persons saw in it the means of effecting a clever 
political “ coup.” They felt that the profession was 
moving uneasily in that lethargic slumber in which 
it had hitherto been wrapped, they became fearful 
that the power so greedily usurped and so jealously 
guarded might soon be torn from their grasp, they 
trembled lest the Council-hall lose its character 
of a close borough, and above all they saw a 
power ready to their hand which should avert this 
calamity. Had the welfare of the profession been 
their aim they would have created a new and loftier 
educational standard—but the temptation to serve 
their own ends and maintain the Council as a huge 
veterinary caucus was too great, and they used this 
fair’ object for the purpose of creating a political 
disability, and while they dazzled the eyes of a de- 
luded profession with the specious argument Mr. 
Greaves has so often re-iterated—they stole away its 
birthright. 

The Fellowship Degree was created, like man, in 
the image of a nobler ideal; but, alas! like man, it 
soon forfeited its high estate. Into this ‘refuge for 
the destitute” were drawn at one fell swoop “all 
sorts and conditions of men,” bound by ties of 
gratitude to uphold their nominators and supporters. 
Mr. Greaves was thus “ elevated,” and now stands 


forth as the champion of the Ninth Clause because, 
forsooth, only men of education and superior abilities 
may write themselves F.R.C.V.S. It may not be 
forgotten that a short time ago this gentleman con- 
tributed to the veterinary periodicals some original 
observations. I append a few:—‘“I have made 
many post-mortems of the larynx and recurrent 
nerves of horses that were roarers in many 
cases the recurrent nerve does not reach the larynx 
at all; the fibres of this nerve spread out or disperse 
themselves in the cellular tissue; and that not the 
slightest vestige of nerve tissue reaches within four 
or six inches of larynx, and my conviction is that 
this nerve has not at any period of life given off any 
nerve force or influence to the larynx on that side 
I find the nerve appears to have no nature 
in it,” 

I ask what any medical man; nay, what 
any second year’s veterinary student would think of 
such opinions and methods of expressing them, and 
yet this jargon has been quoted in the daily papers 
as emanating from a Fellow of the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons: and when called upon for 
some explanation, Mr. Greaves has backed up his 
assertions by reference to certain ‘“ eminent anato- 
mists” (whom he has failed to name) who can 
corroborate his statements. It is not wonderful that 
members who give much or any thought to veteri- 
nary progress should resolutely decline to compete 
for adegree which implies such associations. 

A very poor student makes a very fine politician ; 
intellect and cunning are not synonymous terms, 
though sometimes mistaken for one another. If in 
the Ninth Clause we have forced them into an un- 
holy union, let us. even at the eleventh hour, do 
justice by divorcing them. 

I now turn to the discussion of the Dual-office, and 
here again (from motives of consideration—for I 
learn that this also has heen discussed ad nauseam) 
I will try to be brief; and as Mr. Greaves expresses 
a strong opinion on the point I will take his own 
example as a text. 

It may not be generally known that Mr. Greaves 
las tasted the sweets of the Examining Board as 
well as of the Council Chamber and the Fellowship 
degree. Some years ago it was proposed that Mr. 
Greaves be made an Examiner. The news was 
bruited abroad and a shriek of passionate protest 
went up; but the Council was not to be deterred, 
Mr. Greaves was appointed but he never acted. 
Why?’ I cannot bring myself to suggest any 
other reason than that Mr. Greaves, fully recogniz- 
ing the evil of the Dual-office and its pernicious 
effect on the man holding it, had, with much sense 
and good taste, resigned his post of Examiner. 

The above subjects are attractive and would oc- 
cupy more of my attention were it not for fear of 
that dread Latin phrase being again fulminated 
against me. I conclude then by siniply drawing 
attention to the opinions of Messrs. Walley, Mulvey, 
Kidd, and Peter Taylor who headed the poll on the 
6th of May, and by saying that if Mr. Greaves is 
attempting (as he seems to be) to make his readers 
believe that the profession is in favour of the Dual 
Appointment and the Ninth Clause, he must either 
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consider them grossly misinformed, or unable to 
appreciate the proper significance of the late 
elections. 


Toe ANNUAL MEETING anp rrs DISCUSSION. 
By H. Kipp, F.R.C.V.S. 


I am very reluctant to “draw swords” with Mr. 
Greaves, but feel bound to take notice of some of 
his remarks on the above subject in last week’s 
Record. 

I will pass over the paragraph relating to the 
discussion on last Annual Report and Balance Sheet, 
with the remark that healthy criticism is beneficial, 
and may be mistaken for “a spirit of antagonism 
and enmity.” Nothing need be said or done at the 
Council meetings which cannot bear the light of 
day. 

Tue Nintu Cravse. 


Mr. Greaves says “No argument has been used 


against it of equal weight or importance with those 
in its favour.” I would like to ask Mr. Greaves to 
tell me when or where any argument has been ad- 
vanced in its favour, and would remind him that 
the arguments used against it in his hearing at the 


Border Counties’ Veterinary Medical Association in| 


March last, are still unanswered. 

Those who have attempted to advance an argu- 
ment in its favour have invariably linked part of 
the third and the whole of the fourth clauses with 
the ninth. Iam not aware of a single objection 


having been raised against the Fellowship Degr2e, | 


those who accepted it, or those who have gained it. 
I thoroughly agree with Mr. Greaves when he says 
“Its tendency is to elevate our profession,” . . . “Its 
object is to create a desire, a necessity in fact, for 
increased study—to acquire more and higher know- 
ledge, and thus in each individual case the person 
taking this degree raises himself to a higher !evel, 
and so far causes our profession to become more 
respected and more useful.” 

But surely Mr. Greaves does not in any sense 
apply these sentiments to the Ninth Clause which is 
neither more nor less than a disfranchising clause, 
having only one tendency, that of retarding the pro- 
gress and prosperity of our profession. 

It is hard lines to be condemned for taking an in- 


terest in the profession by discussing and ventilating | 


the various subjects affecting it, but it is harder still 
to be reminded of our apathy of years ago. At the 
time the Charter was obtained in 1876, the Ve- 
terinary Medical Associations might be counted on 
the fingers of one hand, and the aggregate number 
of Active Members probably did not exceed one 
hundred. Certainly very few members of the pro- 
fession knew what the Council did, and probably 
fewer still cared—hence this Ninth Clause was 
bestowed on us for our indifference. 


Tue Dvuat 


Here again Mr. Greaves evades the points raised. 
It is not to the men who hold the dual-office that 


we are opposed, but to the principle. I most 
thoroughly endorse everything Mr, Greaves advances 
in their favour, “ Among them we have men of 
intelligence, education, knowledge and ex- 
perience,” and I accept all he says as to these Ex- 
aminers who are Members of Council being most 
regular in their attendance, and so on, but this does 
not affect the principle of the Dual Appointments 
being wrong. 

| Mr. Greaves knows very well that if he held the 
contract from the Corporation of Manchester for 
professional attendance, &c. on their horses he could 
not become a Member of that Corporation, even if 
/elected, withont giving up the contract. Why 
should not the same principle hold good in our pro- 
fession ? 

Mr, Greaves refers with pride to the two last 
elections, but I believe the profession has something 
to be thankful for in the fact that the number of 
Examiners on the Council has not increased, ex- 
cept by the Council finding seats for defeated Ex- 
jaminers. It is clear that we were drifting in the 
direction of having the Council composed wholly of 


Examiners. 


VETERINARY MEDICAL SOCIETIES. 

YORKSHIRE VETERINARY MEDICAL 
SOCIETY, 


The spring Quarterly Meeting of this Society 
was held at the Queen’s Hotel, Leeds, on May 3rd. 
President, Mr. W. Lodge, occupie1 the chair, 
‘and the members present were Messrs, G, Carter 
| (Keighley), H.Snarry (York), A. W. Mason (Leeds), 
J. M. Axe (Doncaster), Anderton (Skipton), An- 
| derton (Halifax), McCormack (Leeds), B. Smith 
(Barnsley), A. W. Briggs (Halifax), 'T. Fletcher 
(Sheffield), M. Robinson, A. E. Hanson, H. Pollard. 
and Joe Clarkson, J. E. Scriven, Hon, ‘Treasurer, 
| (Tadcaster), and W. F. Greenhalgh, See., 
(Leeds), Mr. Chas. Phillips, A.V.D., was present as 
a visitor. 
| The Hon. Sec. read letters of apology for non- 
attendance from Professors Axe and W illiams, 
| Messrs. Greaves (Manchester), P. Deightor ( York), 
| Pickering (York), and F. Danby (Bainton). 
The minutes of the last meeting were confirmed, 
Mr. G. Carter nominated Mr, Longhurst, Port In- 
spector of Hull; and Mr. Scriven nominated Mr. 
‘Gavin Scott, of Scarboro’ for election as members of 
‘the Society 
A discussion took place on the inaugural address 
of the President delivered at the last meeting. 

Mr, Carrer said he listened with considerable 
pleasure to the address, which contained many points 
‘of great interest to the profession. He noticed that 

their President was a warm advocate for the es- 


tablishment of a uniform charge for the examina- 
tion of a horse as to soundness. That questi n had 
been a bone of contention for a considerable time in 
, that association, and it had cropped up in other as- 
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sociations. While sympathising with the idea of 
the President, he could not say he appreciated al- 
together his opinion. As long as veterinary sur- 
geons continued to practice, so long would many 
clients continue to follow the opinion of the man 
they had known for some years, in preference to the 
opinion of a younger unknown man. If a young 
member of the profession got half-a-guinea for an | 
examination, he thought he could not grumble, some | 
clients absolutely refused to pay a guinea. Well, 
they must suit their clients. It was so in the 
medical profession, and all businesses, and it would | 
be no use passing an arbitrary rule fixing the 
charge for examinations. It was a question best 
left to the practitioner himself. Alluding to the 
question of the examination of cow sheds, he said | 
he was sorry the duty of carrying out the Act had | 
been placed in the hands of those who were incom- 
petent. It rested with veterinary surgeons to) 


impress upon the authorities that it was a duty | 
which should be delegated to them. The President for examination he agreed with Mr. Carter. 


brought to his mind several cases that had occurred. 
in his practice where the animals had been affected. 
with tubercle without the mammary glands being. 
affected, and pigs who had had the milk from cows 
in such a condition had suffered badly. In his. 
readings as to what medical men considered on the 
subject, he found it almost universally laid down. 
that milk from tubercular cows should not be used 
for food as it was injurious to children. He be- 
lieved it had been stated that cases of consumption 
had been traced to the consumption of milk from. 
tubercular cows. There was no doubt many an 
animal that had tubercle about it at the time of 
being killed was used for food. He did not think 
they had demonstrated that when tubercle was. 
in the system it affected the meat. It was a 
point they ought to pay rather more attention to. 
Tubercular disease might be well developed and’ 
yet the meat surrounding it appeared healthy. 
With regard to the question of uniformity of charge 
They 


had said that when the disease of tubercle reached | could not lay down a hard and fast rule for charges. 
acertain stage in a cow, he would condemn the For instance, a tradesman wished one of them to 


meat of such an animal. 


fit for human consumption. 
question which ‘ought to be decided by a qualified 
veterinary surgeon only. With respect to milk 
from tubercular animals, he believed it was danger- 
ous to health to use it, but when no tubercle 
existed in the mammary gland he did not think that 
milk from such animals should be rejected. He 
agreed with what the President said with regard to 
the question of hereditary unsoundness. 

Mr. Brices heartily agreed with Mr. Carter in 
his remarks on the question of the inspection of 
meat, At the same time the tubercular diseases 
were not fully understood. They had been study- 
ing it during the last few years, but it was not fully 
developed yet. It had only reached the half-way 
house, but they would live to see the day when they 
did fully understand it. He was glad to see that 
a measure was before the legislature with regard to 
the sale of horse flesh as human food. It was an 
important matter. We sent from England to Ger- 
many horses alive and dead, and they were made 
up into various savoury compounds which the 
people of this country were foolish enough to eat. 
It was important and desirable that Societies such 
as these shonid bring before the notice of the various 
local authorities the question of the employment of 
empirics as inspectors of meat. They, as an associa- 
tion, had certain objects to carry out, and he thought 
they might form a Committee and draw up certain 
recommendations to the various local authorities 
having in their employ inspectors of meat, showing 
why they as veterinary surgeons considered them- 
selves entitled to be appointed to -such positions, 
The President’s paper throughout contained a great 
deal of good sound advice. 

Mr. FLetcuer referring to the question of tuber- 
culosis, said Mr. Carter had laid it down that he 
would not condemn an animal for milking purposes 


unless the mammary glands were affected. That 


The difficulty he (Mr. | 
Carter) saw, was to say when the disease had ex-— 
tended to such a stage that the meat would not be | 


At any rate it was a. 
which would have to be left to individual members, 


look over a horse and say whether he was likely to. 
be useful and suitable for his requirements, without 
going thoroughly into an examination: and such a 
man would never pay a guinea. It was a matter 


although they should stick to the guinea wherever 
it was possible. With regard to the inspection of 
meat there could be no doubt it ought to be in the 
hands of veterinary surgeons. They saw as much. 
healthy meat as most people, and they saw more 
diseased meat than anyone else. By laying 
their case before the various local authorities he 
thought they would be going a step in the right 
direction. 

Mr. Mason agreed with what had been said as to 
meat inspectors. They were however difficult cases. 
He remembered a case in Leeds which cost a lot of 
money, in which the physician described the lungs 
of an animal as being “stinking and disgusting,” 
whilst two others said the meat was fit for food, and 
they would eat it. Where were they to draw the 
line? What carcases were they to pass? He 
believed they had more to learn with regard to this 
disease. 

Mr. Smiru did not agree that meat of tubercular 
affected animals was unfit for food, unless it was 
in the last stage and the flesh was flabby. His im- 
pression was, that cooking destroyed what might be 
injurious to the system in many cases. He had seen 
a great many cases in which the milk from cows 
suffering from tubercle had been given to pigs, 
and he had never seen an injurious result arising 
from it. Ifthe milk was boiled he did not think 
there was the slightest danger in using it. 

Mr. Fiercuer said tubercular disease was per- 
haps like some other diseases. if it got into a strong 
healthy system, the system overcame the power of 
the disease, but if it got into a feeble system the 
effect might be powerful. He thought, however, 
they were not sufficiently enlightened on the 
subject. 

The PresiDEnt, in reply to the discussion, main- 
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tained that a guinea was little enough for an ex- 
amination, and that they ought to uphold their 
profession by charging nothing less. When they 
considered the time an examination took, the care 
they had to exercise, the trouble they were put to, 
and the fact that they rendered themselves liable to 
be sued by any client, if by any misfortune they 
made a mistake, he thought a guinea was little 
enough to charge. He had been asked to do it for 
. less, but if the man was a poor man he did it for 
nothing. The registering of cow sheds was cer- 
tainly compulsory by law, but it was done in a 
loose manner, and it was time steps were taken to 
have the Act properly enforced. With regard to 
tubercular diseases, where the carcase was in good 
condition and all the appearances were healthy, he 
certainly should not condemn it, but where the beast 
was emaciated he should condemn it for food and 
milking purposes. He agreed with Mr. Briggs that 
it was desirable a Committee should be formed to 
draw up certain representations to the various local 
authorities on the subject of meat inspection. 

Mr. Brices moved that “a Committee be ap- 
pointed to report to the next Quarterly Meeting 
upon the subject of the appointment of empirics as 
inspectors of meat, and also as to the registration 
and sanitary arrangement of cow sheds, with a view 
of some representation being made to the various 
local authorities.” 

The PrestpEnt seconded this, and it was carried 
unanimously. 

The Committee elected consists of the President 


and Messrs. Carter, Briggs, Mason, Axe, Greenhalgh, | - 


and Scriven. 
Mr. Mason then read a paper on “Shoeing and 


Machine-made Shoes.” 


GOVERNMENT VETY. DEPARTMENT. 


CONTAGIOUS DISEASES IN ANIMALS. 


Reported in Great Britain and Ireland during the 
week ended May 11th, 1889. 


Pleuro-pneumonia.—In England 2 fresh outbreaks 
were reported in Essex and Middlesex; 14 cattle 
were found affected in Essex, 1 in Kent, 3 in 
Middlesex, and 4 in Somerset; and 81 healthy 
cattle which had been exposed to infection were 
slaughtered. In Scotland 3 fresh outbreaks oc- 
curred, in Edinburgh, Fife, and Forfar, in which 5 
animals were affected and 84 healthy cattle in con- 


tact were slaughtered. In Ireland there were 2 
outbreaks during the week, 1 in South Dublin, the 
other in the Tullamore Union, Kings County, 2 cattle 
were attacked. In North Dublin 20 healthy cattle 
which had been exposed to infection in the previous 
weeks, were slaughtered. 

Anthraz.—Of this disease 6 outbreaks were re- 
ported in England, in the Counties of Dorset, Lan- 
aster, Leicester, and Northampton; 48 animals 
were attacked, 42 of them in Dorset, 17 of which 
died, 5 other affected animals died in other counties. 


In Ireland 1 case of anthrax occurred in Kilkenny, 
the affected animal died 

Swine-Fever.—There were 127 fresh outbreaks of 
this disease reported on during the week in Greit 
Britain ; 538 pigs were attacked. Of the diseased 
swine 237 were killed, 213 died, 27 recovered, and 
there were 368 left alive when the return was made 
> In Ireland there were 3 outbreaks, in Limerick, 

ildare, and Kilkenny; 13 pigs were attacked, 1 
was killed and 5 died. 

Glanders and Farey.—In England 14 outbreaks 
of Glanders occurred, 12 of them in London, 1 in 
Middlesex, and 1 in Surrey, 1 outbreak was reported 
in Edinburgh, a district in which this disease has 
been seen for some considerable time. There were 
22 horses attacked with glanders; 18 in London, 1 
in Middlesex, 1 in Surrey, 1 in Edinburgh, and 1 in 
Lanarkshire. In England 8 outbreaks of farey were 
reported, 7 in London and 1 in Surrey; 11 horses 
were attacked, 10 in London and 1 in Surrey. In 
Ireland 1 case of glanders occurred in Armagh, the 
affected animal was killed. 

Rabies.—In England 4 cases were reported in 
dogs, they all occurred in Kent and Middlesex. In 
Ireland 15 cases of rabies occurred in the week, 8 of 
them in dogs, in the counties of Cavan, Fermanagh, 
Tyrone, Cork. Kerry, Limerick, West Meath, Mayo, 
and Sligo. Of the other 7 cases, 2 occurred in 
cattle in Cavan and Sligo, 2 in sheep in Limerick, 2 
in pigs in Fermanagh and West Meath, and 1 ina 
donkey in County Kerry. 


EXTRACTS. 


HYDRO NAPHTHOL orner ANTISEPTICS, 
By Avexanper Eprneton, M.B., C.M. 


Carbolic acid used with the steam spray is un- 
doubtedly an efficient agent, if proper care and 
assistance is at hand; but in hospital practice very 
many circumstances, in some cases, combine to 
render futile all attempts at antisepsis in this way. 
As the result of careful observation. I should say 
that the carbolic spray is most likely to render 
efficient service in private practice. when it and its 
surroundings can be kept under the personal super- 
vision of the surgeon himself, but should be dis- 
pensed with in hospital practice if a more stable 
substitute can be readily obtained. 

If carbolic acid is to be used as a disinfectant for 
instruments, sponges, etc., it is evident from Koch’s 
statements that they must be immersed in I in 20 
lotion for at least two days. If this be impracticable, 
the other alternative is to boil them for an hour in 
water beforehand, and then to immerse them in 
lotion. But we also have to note that the tray con- 
taining the instruments must itself be aseptic, and 
this can not well be if the lotion is simply put into 
it just before the instruments, and sugge. 6 the 
necessity of having the lotion in for a long period 
beforehand. This, of course, will appear to many 
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as an excess of fastidiousness, but, if we are to follow 
the dictates of science, it is absolutely necessary ; 
not only so, anything short of this is simply to court 
failure. 

The use of carbolic acid for washing out wounds 
is at best a dangerous method of procedure, I have 
already shown that, as the result of the action of 1 
in 20 carbolic lotion upon muscular tissue and blood, 
there is formed a viscous or gluelike mass, and thus, 
if applied to a wound, there is formed on the surface 
of it a distinct layer of necrosed material. This, 
like most dead tissues, forms a suitable nidus for 
the growth of bacteria. Supposing, then, that car- 
bolic irrigation be efficient in destroying the micro- 
organisms in a wound, this necrotic area has still to 
be cast off, and contributes in this way a form of 
suppuration, during the progress of which excessive 
care will have to be taken in order to prevent the 
entrance of fresh bacteria. But as it happens that 
such a proceeding is hardly likely to be successful, 
the surgeon using this method simply makes matters 
worse, in that, while he does not destroy sepsis, he 
ministers directly to it by giving the micro- 
organisms pabulum on which to feed. Thus we see 
that carbolic irrigation, instead of tending in the 
direction of the cure of sepsis, predisposes indirectly 
to pyeemia and septicemia. 

Coming to consider the uses of corrosive subli- 
mate, we have to note that it also causes the forma- 
tion of a necrotic area if used for irrigation, but 
in a different way from carbolic acid. In the 
case of carbolic acid the fluid left is still 
carbolic acid, although its strength may be con- 
siderably reduced; but in the case of corrosive 
sublimate the mercuric salt is almost entirely de- 
composed, and in the tissues we have a distinctly 
noxious agent left in the form of albuminate of 
mercury, which being soluble in excess of albumen, 
is thus liable to be absorbed. This, of course, in- 
hibits the free use of this agent in the case of large 
wounds. Corrosive sublimate is undoubtedly useful 
as a preservative of distilled water, and thus fufils 
its functions admirably when used by bacteriologists 
for moistening the filter paper in plate-cultivation 
apparatus, but its use should be restricted to such 
and like purposes, for even if ordinary water be 
used instead of distilled, the mercuric salt is soon 
reduced, as Klein has shown. 

We now come to consider the new antiseptic, hy- 
dronaphthol, and I shall explain immediately what it 
is. I have already shown that for antiseptic pur- 
poses it is, when dissolved in ordinary water. not 
much more than half as powerful as corrosive sub- 


. limate is when dissolved in distilled water; but, 


under such circumstances as the surgeon meets with, 
it is much more powerful than corrosive. further, 
as it is non-poisonous, a saturated watery solution 
of 1 in 1,000 may be freely made use of. 

Considered from the point of view of a germicide, 
it is seen that it is at least as powerful as corrosive 
sublimate for anthrax, and: more so for bacillus 
subtilis. when the latter oven is being used under 
conditions most advantageous to it. I have given 3 
grains in one day, and repeated it on three occasions 
successively to guinea-pigs without any effect. and 1 


have myself taken it without experiencing any re- 
sult whatever. It is further reported that doses of 
15 grains have been given without any untoward 
symptoms whatever. Looked at in this way, the 
use of hydronaphthol is suggested to us as an in- 
ternal antiseptic, and I have indeed made several 
experiments with it upon animals which, though en- 
couraging in their results, do not warrant me in 
giving a definite expression of opinion. There can, 
however, be no doubt of the fact that in this agent 
we have an ideal antiseptic. 

Hydronaphthol was discovered by Dr. Justus 
Wolf, of New York, only a few years ago. Itisa 
secondary compound of betanaphthol, differing from. 
it in having a molecule of hydrogen displaced by an 
equivalent of hydroxide. Its formula is Cio H; OH. 

The material I have used is that made by Messrs. 
Seabury and Johnson, and I have found it most 
convenient either to make use of a solution in 
alcohol, in which it is soluble to the amount of 1 in 2 
parts. or with glycerine added to the alcoholic 
solution so as to make it of the strength of 1 in 10, 
It is soluble in oil to the extent of 1 in 20, but is 
only dissolved in cold water to the amount of 1 in 
1,100. In making use of a watery solution of 1 in 
1,000, I had always to see that the water was kept 
lukewarm. A solution of 1 in 300 in warm water 
possesses very great germicidal powers, and such 
will be found of the greatest service in washing out 
septic cavities and wounds.—The British Medical 
Journal, 


DIPHTHERIA. ann ANIMALS. 


The medical staff of the Local Government Board 
is evincing a remarkable activity—elaborate reports 
on epidemics, or on the distribution of special diseases 
follow each other with unprecedented rapidity. The 
latest consists of reports on diarrhoea by Dr. Ballard, 
and on diphtheria by Dr. G. B. Longstaffe. These 
reports are illustrated by lithographed diagrams, 
and the volume containing them covers over 150 
foolscap pages. It is sold by the Queen’s printers 
at 8s., and is a document of the highest importance 
to sanitarians. 

Dr. Longstaffe’s treatise on the geographical dis- 
tribution of diphtheria is almost purely statistical. 
He compares the diphtherial mortality of the 
registration districts of England and Wales with 
the relative density of population in those districts, 
and comes to the conclusion that where population 
is dense there is less diphtheria, and that the disease 
flourishes most in sparsely-populated regions. Tak- 
ing a period of six years, it is found that for the 
whole of England and Wales the death-rates for 
dense, medium, and sparse districts are 123, 182, 
and 248 diphtheria deaths per million. On the map 
supplied by Dr. Longstaffe, the shades of blackness 
indicate by their depth the comparative rates of 
mortality. It may be seen that while the sparsely- 

opulated Eastern Counties are generally very dark, 
ndon, Lancashire, and other thickly populated 
districts are comparatively light; that the West 
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Riding of Yorkshire is the most fortunate division 
of that county; and so on. The statistical results 
thus indicated are to a considerable extent borne 
out by more minute analysis of the registration 
figures. The practical deduction suggested by these 
facts is, in Dr. Longstaffe’s opinion, that the cause 
or causes, Of diphtheria should not be sought for 
primarily in any high development of civilisation, 
such as sewers, but rather in some condition as- 
‘ sociated with more primitive mode of life. Again, 
privies and ash-pits can hardly be important agents in 
breeding or disseminating the disease, or we should 
expect to find diphtheria exceptionally prevalent in 
those northern towns where such nuisances reach 
their worst, whereas the contrary is the case. On 
the other hand, low vegetable organisms developed 
in damp dwellings would perhaps fit in with the 
facts brought forward ; or, again, some ‘evil special 
to shallow wells or other primitive sources of 
water supply. The line of investigation, however, 
which seems most promising lies in comparative 
pathology. The peasantry live on terms of great 
intimacy with domestic animals, more particularly 
‘cows, sheep, pigs and poultry (including pigeons). 
Some little-known disease of some one or other of 
these creatures may be capable of inducing in men 
or women brought into frequent and close contact 
with them a trivial “membranous sore throat; ” 
then, under suitable conditions of recipient and en- 
vironment, the more generally recognised form of the 
disease, ‘true diphtheria,” or, as it used to be 
called, ‘“cynanche maligna,” may result. The 
poison, perhaps ‘gathering intensity and infective- 
ness, may then be conveyed into towns by farm 
produce, such as milk, cream, or poultry, conceivably 
by eggs. meat, or vegetables; and, lastly, through 
the persons first infected, the source of water supply, 
or the public sewer may get poisoned, and so in- 
directly aid in the spread of the disease.—The 
Chemist and Druggist. 


NOTES AND NEWS. 
A Compliment from America. 

Professor A. Liautard, M.D., V.M., in a paper on 
“ Recording Clinical Observations.” read before the 
United States Veterinary Medical Association, says : 
—Not long since, in reading an English veterinary 


paper named The Veterinury Record, my attention 
was attracted to a paragraph heading an article of | 


Sacrificed to Professional Duty. 


An item of news, which we cannot avoid hoping 
most sincerely may prove to have been exaggerated, 
reaches us to the effect that Dr. Paul Paquin, the 
young State Veterinarian of Missouri, who has for 
some time been making himself favorably known to 
his professional brethren by his scientifie work, 
and investigations, has been attacked with an illness 
of the most alarming kind, and that he himself, as 
well as his physician, have been compelled to admit 
the conviction that he is a victim to the fatal infec- 
tion of glanders. The doctor, who, we believe, has 
moved for treatment to the Hot Springs of Arkansas, 
seems to be nearly certain of his diagnosis, and that, 
to us who know the prognosis in such a case, has a 
fearful meaning.— American Vet. Review. 


Politics and Science. 


We certainly cannot, without a word of protest 
pass over the resignation of Professor Billings of 
the University of Nebraska, which, if we are cor- 
rectly informed, was brought on through the stress 
of political motion. In our capacity of veterinarians, 
it seems to us to be a matter of little importance 
whether we are known as a member of one party or 
another, or whether the Democratic or Republican 
platform best expresses our political sentiments. 
Let the men who do their work well and to the best 
of their ability be respected for their works’ sake, 
without impertinent interference. so long as they 
contribute their aid to the common great object of 
working in behalf of the animal wealth of our 
country. 


Prejudice v. Ignorance: 


Now that the practice of “dishorning” cattle 
(writes a correspondent) has been condemned by 
two judges in unmeasured terms, and has been 
pronounced to be illegal, 1 hope we may never again 
read of similar barbarities being perpetrated on 
other animals to meet the exigencies of so-called 
sport. Every year a certain number of the deer in 
Windsor Forest are caught, their horns are sawn off. 
and the poor beasts are kept in confinement until 
they are turned out before the Royal Buckhounds 
and the motley crew who follow them. This is 
done openly. and is chronicled in the daily papers. 


that excellent hebdomadary, which I thought con- | py, Society for the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals 
tained a suggestion of great value, and which it \i}) stultify itself if it prosecutes Norfolk ‘farmers 
seems to me all veterinarians and especially, perhaps, |. qighorning their bullocks and connives at like 
those of America, might do well to have printed in },.ntalities when perpetrated in a Royal forest.— 


large letters in their studios as 2 memorandum of 
their duties to themselves, to their colleagues and to | 
their profession. The paragraph reads as follows: | 

“Careful observation makes a skillful practitioner, 
but his skill dies with him. By recording his observa- 


tions, he adds to the knowledge of his profession, and 
assists by his facts in building up the solid edifice of | 
pathological science.” 

How true those words are, and how powerful their 
meaning ! 


Daily News. 


A Commercial view of Contagion : 

Boy: ‘Please, Sir, mother says, is measles 
catching ?”—Doctor: ‘Tell your mother of 
they are.”—Boy : “ Then please, sir, mother says 
what will you-give ’er to put ‘em about the village 5 
sister’s got °em awful?” 


| 
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CORRESPONDENCE. 


YEW POISONING IN CATTLE. 


Dear Mr. Eprror, 

Cau you, or any of your correspondents, give me the 
characteristic symptoms of yew poison; from your, or their 
personal observations during the life of the animal; also if 

st-mortem shows any positive evidence of the animal 
Sealine died from eating yew. Yours obediently, 

FRED. J. MAVOR. 


EXAMINATIONS: 
Sir, 

Would you allow me a little of your space to draw the 
attention of the profession to the irritating conditions under 
which the various examinations, and especially that for the 
diploma, are at present conducted by the Royal College of 
Veterinary Surgeons. 

At this last examination in London, students went up 
for their final on Tuesday ; those who passed in the theoreti- 
cal part had their names posted in the College on Wednes- 
day morning, and went up for their practical that day. 

Were they informed of the result of their efforts to obtain 
their diplomas that evening, or the following morning ? 
The decision involved no laborious consideration of lengthy 
papers, and was, I believe, arrived at in each case, on 
Wednesday evening. 

But the lazy reign of sweet do nothing in the Students’ 
regard is too well established. They have no votes with 
which to send anyone to the Council. And when they 
become, by the gracious permission of the governing body 
of the profession, M.R.V.C.S. they will be too entranced 
with the dazzling visions of wealth which ‘“ twenty shillings 
a-week and find yourself,” opens up to them to remember 
such a trifling hardship. 

So they were not informed of the result until the exami- 
nations had all concluded, and at a late hour on Friday the 
list was put up. 

In the meautime the unfortunate aspirant for the Veteri- 
nary qualification was left to chew the cud of sweet and 
bitter fancies to his heart’s content. With a body weakened, 
and a nervous system over-wrought by seven months con- 
tinuous hard work he could walk the dark streets by the 
waters of Babylon “ picturing his blasted hopes, his ruined 
career, or his black future—for at this stage he is not a very 
sanguine individual. While the examiner—‘‘ good easy 
man ”—takes his pleasant drives to Windsor, and revels in 
the fresh green glory of the happy May time.” 

Under these cheering conditions students are patronisingly 
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told to conduct themselves as gentlemen, not to get excited, 
and not to get drunk. 

We are told that the students would be demoralized, and 
the examiners mobbed if the results were published. 

Demoralize away, say the students. They want the results 
published immediately, and are willing to accept any and 
every consequence. If the students want to mob or insult 
the examiners why do they not do so when the results of the 
theoretical half of the examination are published the morning 
following ? They have not, although more are stopped at the 
theoretical than the practical part. This contention might 
have held water under the old system; but under the new 
arrangement, where the result of the first half of the exam- 
ination must at orce be made known, surely it is no longer 
tenable. 

Similarly no result of the ‘‘ClassB” examination was 
posted until noon on Saturday, although the lists had all 
been made out on Thursday night. And the ingenuous 
members of ‘‘ Class A” ambled uneasily round the College, 
anxious to be off to telladmiring mothers and pretty sisters 
of their first success since the severance of maternal 
apron-strings. 

There are other matters, which your space and your pa- 
tience forbid me to enter upon, 

At the present time the Veterinary Qualification costs 
between two and three hundred pounds at least, and three 
years study. Is the diploma such an Abracadabra to fame 
and fortune, that we must impose another stage of torture 
and anxiety, only comparable to the racks and pinchers 
and familiars of Torquemada. 

I ask the profession to consider some of these things, and 
as ‘‘the old order changeth,” and a brighter and more 
earnest interest is taken in all matters relating to our ad- 
vancement and elevation, I would ask them to remember 
that a student, although unfortunately ‘‘ very ’umble Mr. 
Copperfield,” is a sentient being, will be one day a ‘ fellow 
chip,” and suffers from grievances and wrongs which should 
be righted, especially where considerate treatment involves 
no trouble or haraship to any man, I am, sir, 

sts W. A. BYRNE, M.R.C.V.S. 


Late Advertisements 


SPEYING. 
WANTED, by a Class C student, a situation as 
assistant to a veterinary surgeon who is in 
the habit of speying cattle, in order to learn that 
branch of the practice. Address: H. §., 18, Adam- 
son Road, London, N.W. 
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